
 

 
 

 

SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

Tuesday, July 6, 2021, 5:30 p.m., Old Schoolhouse Common and Zoom 
 
Present: Selectboard members Richard Baker, Christopher Martin, and Michele Gonzales; Town 
Clerk Bobbi Brimblecombe; Visitors: Nick Seifert (Energy Committee); Rich Phillips; Melissa 
Seifert 
 
At 5:30 p.m. the meeting was called to order by Chair Chris Martin 
 
Changes or additions to the agenda: Eaton Cemetery trees and green burials; pollinator garden 
Public Comment: none 
Minutes: The Board approved the minutes from June 15, June 22, and July 1, 2021 
 
Energy Committee: Nick Seifert reported that the solar array at the Old Schoolhouse Common is 
on target for a 12-year payback. The estimated lifespan of the arrays is 25 years. It is currently 
producing 105% of the power usage at the OSC. The logical next step is to add more solar, perhaps 
at the fire station or the town garage. There are other options besides trackers, including roof-
mount systems and off-taking agreements. He will come back to another meeting with more 
research, with an eye towards having a vote at town meeting.  
 
The Energy Committee will look at the proposal for a service contract for the existing solar 
trackers, and get back to the Selectboard with a recommendation. 
 
Nick has contacted Efficiency Vermont and there would be rebates available for installation of 
lighting at the Old Schoolhouse Common. Nick is researching options to help with an estimate that 
will be used to apply for a Park & Ride grant. 
 
Picnic Shelter: Rich Phillips and Melissa Seifert discussed plans with the Board. The Board 
agreed that the placement would be on the opposite side of the driveway. Rich prepared an estimate 
based on a size of 16 x 24 but the Board encouraged him to plan for a larger structure, possibly 24 
x 36 as fundraising allows. The Selectboard approved of having the Road Crew do some of the 
work, such as setting blocks, hauling gravel, and digging a trench for the power. Rich B. noted that 
the budget would need to include an electrician because the state would require a licensed 
electrician for a public building. Rich P. will pursue state permits. A system for reserving the 
pavilion would need to be worked out. 
 
Community Garden: Melissa would like to have a fence around the garden, to better define the 
space. Fundraising efforts for the picnic shelter may include the community garden. 
 
Old Home Day: Rich P. reported that the date will be September 26 to coincide with the Library’s 
harvest festival. He hopes that each committee will be there explaining what they do for the town. 
 
Grants: Rich B. will look at the Placemaking grant to see if it could be used for Old Home Days 



 

 
 

 

or for the community garden. 
 
Tax Rates: The Board set the municipal and local agreement rates. The tax rates are 
 

 
Homestead 

Non-
Residential 

Town Tax   0.7599 0.7599 
Local Agreement 0.0076 0.0076 
School Tax 1.8241 1.8329 
Total 2.5916 2.6004 

 
Checklist: The Board of Civil Authority needs to meet for the biennial purge of the checklist. The 
meeting will be August 10, 2021. Bobbi will check with the Justices of the Peace to see what time 
works best. 
 
Mulcher: Now that the Town has purchased a hydroseeder, the mulcher is no longer needed. 
Plainfield has expressed interest. The Board agreed to sell it to Plainfield for $2,750, half of what 
the Town paid for it.  
 
Cemeteries: The Town has received a request to transfer a burial plot to a relative. The Board 
requires all transfers to be made back to the Town, but they would be willing to then transfer it to 
the relative, for a fee of $50 to cover the preparation and recording of the new cemetery deeds. 
 
Sexton Joe Mangan has been working with Plainfield and Calais for green burials. There is a lot 
of interest now that people know that green burials are available. He feels that it is not a big deal 
for the sexton to handle but there has to be a designated area. He suggested the lower section of 
Eaton Cemetery. The Board would have to decide if that section should be mowed, and whether 
headstones would be allowed. The Board will invite Joe to a future meeting to discuss this. 
 
Joe reported that some of the newer trees in Eaton Cemetery are dying. Michele will ask Nikko 
Rubin if he can take a look at them, to see if he has any idea what is killing them. 
 
Pollinator Garden: The Board received an offer from Bee the Change to help create a pollinator 
habitat on municipal property. Michele stated that Twinfield would not be a good location because 
there might be students with bee allergies. The Board felt that the solar panels would not be a good 
location because of proximity to the playground. The Board suggested an unused area at the Old 
Schoolhouse Common, the Martin Covered Bridge, or the Stranahan Town Forest. Rich B. will 
email Steve Fisk from the Conservation Commission about possible locations. 
 
Expenses, Permits & Payroll: Selectboard members read and approved reports for General 
Expenses and Payroll. They approved a curb cut permit for Gabriel Riley on Bemis Farm Road. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bobbi Brimblecombe, Town Clerk 



 

 
 

 

 
The foregoing is a true copy of the Minutes of the July 6, 2021 Selectboard Meeting. 
A True Record.  Attest, ______________________________________, Town Clerk 
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